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theory tend to go awry in vocational training develops out of 
utilitarianism pushed to the limit. It finds expression in practice 
(described on p. 154) that separates the great field of knowl- 
edge into boy-and-girl divisions. There is in that technical school 
boy-chemistry, physics, English, and mathematics, and girl-chem- 
istry, physics, English, etc. It is surprising that so keen an 
observer of the social life, and so impersonal a constructionist of 
the meaning of the intellectual life, should let slip the opportunity 
to indicate the dangers attendant upon drawing early in life, in 
the high school, a sharp line of demarkation between the fields 
of activity of men and of women, not the least of these dangers 
being an explicit separation of language, science, mathematics, 
and art, each into two distinct types so alien in aim that boys and 
girls cannot meet intellectually in a joint study of even their mother- 
tongue — English. If a teacher wishes to brace his educational 
theory by social theory this book will be invaluable; contrariwise, 
if a teacher of sociology wishes to construct a theory of social 
progress in this country by way of education he will find in this 
work abundant material for his purpose. 

Ella Flagg Young 

The Public Schools of Chicago 



Eugenics: The Science of Human Improvement and Better 
Breeding. By C. B. Davenport. New York : Henry Holt 
& Co., 1910. Pp. 35. 

This little book marks a new departure in eugenics. Instead of 
the well-known and more or less generally accepted Galtonean 
theory which has selection as its basic principle, Mr. Davenport 
bases eugenics upon the principle advanced by Mendel, namely, the 
principle of scientific mating with the idea of the preponderance 
of special characters rather than the selective mating which con- 
siders the highest possible average, regardless of the highest pos- 
sible development of a single quality of character. In other words, 
if the principles advanced by Mendel and proven to be more and 
more applicable to biology are applicable to the human race with 
the same exactness, we have found a means of controlling and redu- 
cing to a minimum undesirable characters and this not by a process 
of reckless and cruel elimination but by a process of scientific 
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mating which each individual can apply for himself with the least 
amount of social control. 

The theory advanced by Mendel and elaborated by other biolo- 
gists, of whom one of the most prominent is the writer of this 
booklet, may be stated in Professor Davenport's own words as 
follows : 

1. The principle of independent unit characters states that the qualities 
or characteristics of organisms are, or may be analyzed into, distinct units 
that are inherited independently. 

2. The principle of the determiner in the germ plasm states that each 
unit character is represented in the germ by a molecule or associated groups 
of molecules called a determiner. These determiners are transmitted in the 
germ plasm and are the only things that are truly inherited. 

3. The principle of segregation of determiners in the germ plasm states 
that the characteristics do not blend. That if one parent has a characteristic 
and the other lacks it, then the offspring get a determiner from one side 
only 

This brief statement of the doctrine shows clearly the drift of 
this new field of biological inquiry; and a more complete and accu- 
rate knowledge of the preponderance of one characteristic or set 
of characteristics against the preponderance or the absence of such 
a characteristic in the offspring according to the existence or non- 
existence of such a characteristic in either one of the mates would 
naturally lead toward a more scientific mating. This will not imply 
the total abolition of those unfit for marriage from Galton's stand- 
point, but will make possible such a selection of mates as will 
result in the preservation of the best characters of even some of 
those who, either as physical or mental specimens, are not wholly 
desirable. 

That Mendelism will finally become the basis of eugenics is 
quite probable. Whether it will do for eugenics what seems 
reasonable to expect that it will do is still a matter of specula- 
tion. Workers such as Dr. Davenport have a vast field and virgin 
soil to work upon, and much in the way of sociological speculation 
will surely be ventured upon as soon as this new field of inquiry 
becomes sufficiently popularized to strike the fancy of the theorist. 
It is possible that Mendelism will solve for us the race problem and 
determine whether we are to develop along the line of eudemics 1 

1 The word eudemics is suggested by Prof. Koopman of Brown University 
as a substitute for national eugenics. 
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or along the line of inter-racial mating which will finally lead to the 
establishment of an international brotherhood of man both racial 
and social. 

Mendelism promises to be to heredity and its problems what 
Dalton was to chemistry, namely, to establish the laws of fixed pro- 
portions. Professor Davenport's little book should be read by all 
interested in the problems of race improvement. 

Carol Aronovici 
Brown University 



Privilege and Democracy in America. By Frederick C. Howe, 
Ph.D. New York: Scribner, 1910. Pp. xii+315. Price 
$1.50. 

"The first man," says Rousseau, "who, having inclosed a piece 
of ground, undertook to say, 'This is mine,' and found people sim- 
ple enough to believe him, was the true founder of civil society." 
And this man, he says, is responsible for all the crimes, wars, 
murders, and misery that the human race has had to endure. Dr. 
Howe might very well have closed each chapter of his book by 
paraphrasing Cato's words into, "Private ownership of land must 
be abolished." 

The evils under which America is now suffering, he declares, 
are not due to law-breakers but to law-makers. All our ills may be 
traced to one of four evils — monopoly of land, private ownership 
of the highways of the nation, the tariff, and franchises. All these 
are mothers of monopoly and of these private ownership of land 
is easily chief, for out of this grows the coal, iron, oil, copper, gas, 
and timber monopolies. We read of famines in India and Russia, 
but there is a famine in New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and St. 
Louis today when men, women, and children go hungry. This is 
not because men are less productive than formerly; on the con- 
trary they produce more. In handling looms a man can produce 
as much as three hundred men could in 1769; in cotton-spinning, as 
much as three hundred and twenty; in making shoes, as much as 
a thousand men. In the cities the per-capita production is greatest 
and here we should expect the most universal well-being. Far 
from it. Instead "one-quarter of the people are hovering upon the 
border-line of want or are actually engulfed in poverty." 

The explanation is that men are working for landlords just as 



